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d/loading and uploading and is easy to use.Pancreaticopleural fistula: analysis of the impact of
exocrine drainage on resolution. Pancreaticopleural fistula occurs when pancreatic secretions
leak into the pleural space. Our purpose was to evaluate the outcome of exocrine drainage in
pancreaticopleural fistula and to determine factors that may influence management. We
performed a retrospective analysis of all patients diagnosed with pancreaticopleural fistula during
a 12-year period from 1984 to 1996. Forty-one patients met the criteria for pancreaticopleural
fistula, including 29 patients with stricture/obstruction of the distal common bile duct (CBD) and
12 patients with a dilated transduodenal papilla. Medical records, radiographic findings, operative
notes, and pathology reports were reviewed. Patients were classified as "drainable" if there was
no dilatation of the pancreatic duct distal to the stricture/obstruction. If exocrine drainage was
performed, patients were classified as "drainable" if there was no reflux of pancreatic fluid on the
third postoperative day. Patients were divided into two groups: the "drainable" group of patients
who underwent successful drainage and the "non-drainable" group of patients in whom drainage
was unsuccessful. Of the 41 patients with pancreaticopleural fistula, 25 (61.0%) were classified as
"drainable" and 16 (39.0%) were classified as "non-drainable." Median duration of drainage was 6
days in the "drainable" group and 13 days in the "non-drainable" group (p
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