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Invention This invention relates generally to telephone conversation
recording and, more particularly, to a method and apparatus for recording
telephone conversations in an Internet protocol (IP) network based on
unique identifiers assigned to each telephone endpoint device in the
network. 2. Description of the Related Art Analog telephone networks
convert analog signals from a telephone user into digital signals that can
be routed over a network. The digital signals are stored on equipment
such as a telephone switching office and are routed to a desired
destination. In the event of a telephone network failure, such as a failure
of a telephone switching office, some prior art methods allow a lost
telephone number to be rerouted by rerouting an incoming call to a
stored destination. For example, the network could be restored by
rerouting the call to the telephone switching office that originally had the
telephone number. Upon detecting the problem with the telephone
network, the telephone switching office could transfer the call to an
alternate destination. In a switched voice network, the alternate
destination can be a telephone switching office in a different location. In
the event that the network has not been restored, prior art methods allow
the call to be transferred to a telephone customer service number for
telephonic assistance. In a radio frequency (RF) network, RF
communications channels are used to transmit calls between remote
stations. Telephone numbers are a significant part of the infrastructure
used to locate and route telephone calls.
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