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toll from a gas explosion in a
Choludovo district apartment building
jumped to 16 after two more bodies
were pulled out from the rubble on
Wednesday, an official of the mayor's
office told AFP. The head of the
building's management committee in
the Moldavian capital Chisinau said it
is still unclear whether all the
apartments in the building have been
accounted for. The explosion
occurred on Tuesday evening in a
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building where 115 people were
reportedly living in squalid
conditions. The cause of the blast has
not yet been established. A resident
of the block who did not wish to be
named told AFP that on Tuesday
night he had heard a loud noise which
he initially thought was an explosion.
"But then everything stopped. Then a
neighbour came to our block and said
everyone was out." "There were
neighbours who called the police and
fire brigade and the neighbours came
out to help the people trapped inside,"
he said. "I had a look at the building
and found it was empty.
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