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Affairs FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Monday, August 26, 2013 Bureau of Prisons and United States Probation System Agree
to Proposed Consent Decree to Improve the Rehabilitation of Prisoners Group of Large-Scale Prison Closures to Begin in

February of 2014 WASHINGTON – Attorney General Eric Holder announced today that the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) and the
United States Probation System (USPS) have agreed to a proposed consent decree resolving claims related to the improper

transfer of inmates from the BOP to US Probation. As part of the proposed consent decree, the BOP will transfer an additional
1,000 prisoners to US Probation over two years beginning on February 1, 2014. The BOP will spend up to $5 million on prison

improvements at five facilities. The BOP also must create sufficient staff to oversee the transfers of prisoners, which will
include hiring 30 new probation officers and 10 new polygraph examiners for the network of probation offices across the

country. The BOP will also improve the quality of its sentencing guidelines and its ability to track and manage offenders placed
in community corrections facilities, including home confinement. “This consent decree demonstrates our commitment to
ensuring that every prisoner we hold properly serves the public and is well cared for,” said Attorney General Holder. “The

overwhelming number of prisoners who are transferred from the Bureau of Prisons to the United States Probation System is a
troubling result of a serious lack of oversight in the Prisoner Transfer Program.” In a separate action, the BOP is proposing a
second plan to close three other BOP facilities over the next two years. In the second part of the plan, the BOP will close two

facilities, reducing the nationwide population by approximately 5,300. The BOP also will close one additional facility in
December 2013 and the rest of its facilities in February 2014. This second part of the plan will save more than $60 million. �
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