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a much higher chance of voting for Jeremy Corbyn.” To date, none of the
Conservatives’ poll leads has been sustained. But for someone like the Welsh Tories,
so reliant on a nominally left-wing vote, this is a problem. According to the Welsh
political blog Drabblecast, this problem will be exacerbated by Welsh Labour’s
record in governing the country. “There has been very poor government in Wales
for a number of years, and it would appear that Labour’s role in that is coming to the
fore. The other thing is that the Conservatives are still seen as having quite an
advantage in Wales on the economy, and also being the party with the family values.
I’m sure the Labour Party knows this and it may start to ring bells as to why this
might be, but Labour voters will listen to that message.” To overcome that, Welsh
Labour is planning to renew its emphasis on social issues like the NHS and
education. But given the party’s dismal record in government, these might not be
sufficient to rebalance the electoral map. At the end of the day, voters in the Welsh
context have a choice of three national parties, all offering differing policies.
Whatever their personal views on Corbyn or Brexit, almost everyone I spoke to in
Wales was unable to pinpoint a single party as the most trustworthy. Drabblecast’s
Rachell Llugwy, a former researcher for Unite the Union, argues that there is a need
for a third party in the Welsh context: “All the parties are proposing good policies
and some of them are proposing very progressive policies. But they all have this
problem of either they do it well, or they do it poorly.” To date, Labour’s position on
Brexit has been the most popular policy of the three, with over 65% of voters
supporting the party’s position, against 30% for the Conservatives and 15% for the
Liberal Democrats. Meanwhile, Corbyn has an impressive lead over Theresa May in
a general election, with Labour planning to use the coming campaign to restructure
the party’s policy on the most divisive issue of the day. “Theresa May wants to stay
in the single market, Jeremy Corbyn is not committed to that. That’s his policy for a
general election,” said Drabblecast’s Rachell.
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