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The faculty of science at the University of Cape Town has revealed that there is a discrepancy in the size of a 3.5 million-year-
old fossil, which shows it is much smaller than previously thought, says the University of the Witwatersrand. The fossilized skull
and jaws of a small carnivorous predator, which has been named Eusmilus petersi, was discovered last year in South Africa and
belongs to the group of crocodilians called alligatoroids. The alligatoroids were a group of crocodilian relatives that lived in the
early Triassic period, about 220 million years ago. The Witwatersrand researchers have revealed that the fossil’s size is likely to
be closer to 10 centimeters than to 20 centimeters, which means that it is significantly smaller than other alligatoroids of the
same age. When the Witwatersrand researchers published their findings in the journal Cretaceous Research, they also pointed
out that the new fossil is much smaller than most of the ones of the same age, which means that alligatoroids likely had a smaller
body size than other reptiles. The fossil has been described as a ‘missing link” between small and large alligatoroids, and it is the
first specimen of this transitional species of crocodilian. The researchers led by Prof Richard Hunter, Dr Brian Archer and Dr
Asa Hartford explained that this fossil has the potential to answer many questions related to the evolution of alligatoroids, since
it shows that they were actually much smaller than previously thought. Prof. Hunter said that he was surprised at the new fossil’s
size. He also added that he had also expected an animal with a larger body. “But it’s really hard to tell how big these crocodilians
were at the time, but if you compare it to living crocodiles, you can get a rough idea,” he said. Prof. Hunter explained that the
skull is the most diagnostic part of the body, which can be used to measure the size of an animal. He also added that it is
estimated that the size of the skull can vary by about 30-40 percent, depending on the weight of the animal. In this way, the
fossilized skull of the E. petersi
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